
 

 

 

 

 

Will New Law Make Enforcement 
Proceedings More Efficient in Russia? 
 

 

The Federal Law of the Russian Federation № 229-FZ dated 02 
October 2007 “On Enforcement Proceedings” (the “Law”) came into 
force on February 2008. The Law superseded a prior version 
adopted in 1997. While the Russian Bailiff Service asserts that great 
progress has been made in the enforcement of court orders, clearly 
there remains much room for improvement.1 Will the new Law help 
improve the situation? 

Certainly, the new Law is much more comprehensive than its 1997 version. 

Moreover, the Law provides for substantial changes to the regulation of 

enforcement, particularly with regard to increased powers granted to court 

bailiffs, including:  

• Bailiffs may apply to the RF state registrar of property rights to transfer of 

debtor’s title or other rights to real property to a creditor, provided that the 

debtor does not own other property or debtor’s other property is 

insufficient to cover a judgment.
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• Bailiffs may require a debtor’s bank to provide debtor’s banking details 

and to seize money in debtor’s current account.
3
 

• The Law clarifies bailiff’s right to impose temporary limitations on 

debtor’s right to leave the Russian Federation.
4
  

In addition, the Law expands the list of property of individuals and legal entities 

that may be reached to satisfy a court judgment within enforcement proceedings, 

including: 

• money owed to the debtor by third parties;  

• the right to claim under a writ of execution issued in favor of debtor;  

• long term real estate lease rights;  

• the exclusive right to intellectual products and means of identification, 

excluding items that, according to the Russian legislation, are not subject 

to attachment;  

                                                 
1
 According to the press-release issued by the RF Bailiff Service on March, 18, 2008, just 
over a half of all writs of execution were enforced during the year 2007 (18 million enforced 
from a total of 34 millions of writs of execution) - 
http://www.fssprus.ru/Default.asp?RID=16&mid=4358.  
2
 Law Articles 64(1)(14) and 66. 

3
 Law Article 81. 

4
 Law Article 67. 
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• the right of claim under intellectual property sale and lease contracts;  

• debtor’s right as licensee to use intellectual property. 

Of particular interest are the new procedures under the Law allowing the 

attachment of debtor’s monetary claims against third parties, including the 

possibility to have payments made directly to the Bailiff’s Service upon creditor’s 

consent, or to sell the third party debt at auction. Under the new Law, the creditor 

or the bailiff may provide a bank with a writ of execution without a collection 

order. This is a clear improvement over the 1997 version, which did not clearly 

regulate attachment of debtor’s current account, which caused many banks to 

require the filing of both a collection order and a writ of execution. Under the 

new Law it is sufficient simply to file the write of execution with the bank.  

The Russian Law "On the Introduction of Amendments into Certain Legislative 

Acts of the Russian Federation", which was adopted together with the new Law, 

introduced essential changes into the RF Civil Code, Code of Civil Procedure, 

Administrative Procedure Code, Code on Administrative Offences, as well as RF 

Laws "On Banks and Banking", "On State Registration of Real Estate Rights and 

Transactions", "On the Militia", Fundamentals of the Russian Legislation on 

Notarial Services, and other legislative acts. 

Of particular note is the change made on Article 26 of the Federal Law "On 

Banks and Banking," which now contains a provision that entitles the court bailiff 

service to receive from credit institutions statements from accounts and deposits 

of individuals and statements on transactions and accounts of legal entities and 

individual entrepreneurs. It is also important to note that The Russian Code on 

Administrative Offences now provides for fines for violations of the legislation 

on enforcement proceedings and for failure to perform non-monetary 

requirements contained in a writ of execution. These fines extend to officials, 

banks or other credit institutions.  
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